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UCOTE Meeting  
November 5, 2007 

 
Attending:  COE:  Jeri Benson, Theresa Vernetson, Binnie King Tom Dana, Sharen 
Halsall, Penny Cox, Mark Shermis; Affiliate Programs:  Shannon Washburn (Ag Ed), 
Russell Robinson (Fine Arts), Elaine Turner (CALS),  CLAS: Sheila Dickison; Provost’s 
Office: Daniel Wubah; Local Schools: Jim Brandenburg, Jeff Charbonnet 
 
Theresa Vernetson opened the meeting by extending greetings.  Because there were a few 
new members on the committee, she had everyone introduce themselves. 
 
The minutes from the UCOTE meeting on April 16, 2007 were distributed to update all 
on the progress made since then. 
 
Theresa handed out the summary of ratings from the satisfaction surveys that were sent to 
alumni and employers of graduates in initial educator preparation programs during their 
first year out in the field (2005-06 graduates – surveys sent spring, 2007). The 
Department of Education was able to provide, for the first time, current employment 
information for graduates who were employed in public schools in the state. This year for 
the first time, we sent the surveys directly to the schools. (In the past, initial mailings 
went to graduates’ most recent addresses as identified by the UF alumni association.) For 
those graduates not employed in public schools in Florida, we used the alumni database 
to determine most recently reported addresses. We sent the survey to the last address on 
the alumni database and many came back due to incorrect addresses.  For those from the 
alumni database that did respond, they indicated where they were employed.  We then 
sent the survey to those employers.  This year the letter was signed by the program 
coordinator rather than the Dean from Student Services to make it more personal to the 
graduate. The data and comments from the surveys that were received will be compiled 
and distributed back the program coordinators. These comments will be placed in our 
electronic container for the accreditation visit, with all identifying information removed. 
 
Updates from Previous Meetings 
 
Gator Day 
 
Gator Day is 4-2-08 in Tallahassee.  Theresa asked if we should be involved with this and 
in what ways?  She also asked if anyone was willing to take a leadership role in 
coordinating this.  Jim Brandenburg, who attended Gator Day last year, reminded us that 
a lot of other colleges were there and it was very impressive.  Having a presence there 
might remind legislators to talk about teacher education.  He suggested that the College 
of Education have a clear and succinct message with a fancy display. 
 
Russ Robinson stated that Fine Arts will be sending a group this year with a presentation.   
 
All agreed that there should be some sort of COE presence at Gator Day 2008. Jeri asked 
Theresa to take the lead on this project and Theresa agreed. She also said that she would 
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ask Jodi Mount, the Events Coordinator in the College who works with the Ambassadors, 
to help plan the event in Tallahassee since she is the COE ambassador advisor. Other 
suggestions were to include inquiry projects as part of the presentation.   
 
 
Newly approved Educator Preparation Institutes (EPIs) 
 
The College of Education has 2 EPIs (Educator Preparation Institutes) that the state 
approved recently.  They are the SITE Program in Alachua County (20 students) and the 
Duval Apprenticeship Program in Duval County (17 students).  Students in the SITE 
program are completing their Master’s degree.  Those in Duval complete 15 credit hours 
of coursework leading to certification while they are serving as teachers. These teachers 
receive ¾ of their salary, with the remaining ¼ offsetting the cost of the program. They 
also agree to remain in the school system for 3 years in exchange for participation in the 
program.  Both programs are housed in the School of Teaching and Learning within the 
College of Education.   
 
Professional Training Options (PTOs) 
 
PTOs are another pathway to gaining professional preparation coursework for 
undergraduates whose major is not education.  Upon completion of the PTO, students get 
their transcripts endorsed to support their application for state certification.  The COE has 
received FLDOE approval for a PTO and is seeking approval to offer the PTO as a minor 
at UF.  There are PTOs in science and math that are waiting Curriculum Committee 
approval to be offered as minors. 
 
New Business 
 
Florida Teach 
 
Tom Dana and Alan Dorsey from CLAS submitted a proposal to NMSI (National Math 
and Science Initiative) to increase the quality of math and science teachers in America. 
There were 56 universities that submitted proposals and  20 were invited to Austin for 
consultation, including UF. Tom just learned that UF’s proposal was accepted. There is 
much work to do and this grant will give us 4 years of start up money to get joint 
programs with CLAS and COE up and running. At the end of the 4 years, NMSI will give 
the university a million dollars if we raise a million dollars in matching money to help 
sustain the programs. The Helios Foundation has agreed to match this money at UF. 
When all the ground work is laid, Tom will be coming around to other colleges to elicit 
their involvement. 
 
Graduation Requirements for Students in Unit’s Educator Preparation Programs 
 
In 2005, UCOTE members agreed that the state department requirement of program 
completion and graduation were the same.  Students are required to take and pass the 
general knowledge test, the subject area exam and the professional education exam prior 
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to program completion and graduation. Since that time the state has said that they can not 
dictate graduation requirements. They can only dictate program completion requirements. 
Theresa asked if we should have a standard that covers all programs or should each 
program have an individual standard.   
 
Since the question of how NCATE will look at this requirement when they come for their 
next visit was raised, Associate Provost Wubah asked Jeri to call NCATE and ask them 
how they would feel about this being a graduation problem. This issue was tabled until 
the Spring UCOTE meeting. 
 
FACTE update 
 
Theresa reported that the most recent FACTE meeting focused on AACTE affiliates and 
their efforts to become more active as advocates. Tom Dana was asked to report on 
AACTE’s Day on the Hill. 
 
Tom attended a Day on the Hill in Washington, D.C. this past summer. Those attending 
from institutions around the country went around and met with their state and local 
representatives.  At the recent FACTE meeting in October, members decided to 
coordinate a group to attend a Day on the Hill in Tallahassee later in the spring. 
 
Impact of Unit’s candidates on P-12 candidates 
 
Jeri led a discussion on P-12 impact. Since we will have to demonstrate how our 
candidates impact the P-12 students in the schools, what kind of data can we collect to 
show their impact? How do we know our graduates can teach and affect the students in 
the public schools?   
 
Jim Brandenburg said the more we try to count things, the more we get away from what 
the impact is.  He can describe the impact better than he can count it.  Both Jim and Jeff 
Charbonnet randomly observe pre service teachers in their schools . Sometimes they are 
invited to their classrooms to give feedback. 
 
Some preservice teachers can describe their quality and impact better than others. The 
mentors can probably describe this better than the preservice teachers.   
 
Survey perceptions are probably the best we can hope for in gathering this data. Jeri 
expressed her appreciation for the comments made. She reported that the discussion 
provided her with some good ideas.  
 
Continue affirmation process of Unit’s Conceptual Framework 
 
Jeri led the discussion on the conceptual framework. A copy of the Conceptual 
Framework was handed out.  This framework was used for the last NCATE visit in 2003.  
The italics on this sheet was the framework for the last time and was endorsed by all 
units.  Elayne Colon asked UCOTE to look this over and if you have any feedback send it 
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to her.  Based on feedback, there might be a rewrite.  Departments and programs falling 
under NCATE in the Unit have been asked to review this framework, also.   
The meeting adjourned with Theresa thanking those who attended and reminding them 
that another meeting will occur in the 2008 Spring semester. 
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