Herbert Kohl’s “The Politics of Children’s Literature: What’s Wrong with the Rosa Parks Myth”
analyzes the version of the Rosa Parks story that is often taught in classrooms. Kohl exposes how this
version supports certain “myths” about conflicts between European Americans and African Americans
in the twentieth-century.

While Kohl writes specifically about the Civil Rights Movement, the act of analyzing and exposing
popular myths about American history can be productively applied to many aspects of the nation’s past.
For instance: the confrontation between European Americans and American Indians during 19" century
westward expansion, in which thousands of American Indians were forced by the U.S. government to
leave their homes and move further west to make room for European American settlers.

Read the excerpts from Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie (1935) and Louise Erdrich’s
The Game of Silence (2005) with Kohl’s methods of “correcting the myth” in mind. Below you will find
a brief synopsis of each book as well as a few discussion questions to think about as you read the
excerpts.

Little House on the Prairie (Grades 3-5)

Laura Ingalls Wilder’s famous Little House series tells the story of a white pioneer family who moves to
various places in the nineteenth-century American west. The third volume of the series, Little House on
the Prairie, follows the Ingalls family as they travel into Kansas “Indian Territory” to build their home.
Throughout the novel, Laura (around six-years-old) has several encounters with American Indians,
including the one described in this excerpt.

Questions:

1. How are the American Indians described as they “ride away”? From these descriptions, how
do you think they feel about their departure? How does Laura feel? Who is responsible for
their departure, and why? Underline or list specific words and descriptions that indicate the
characters’ responses to the historical policy of Indian Removal.

2. Examine the descriptions you underlined or listed. What myths about Indian Removal are
presented in Little House on the Prairie?

The Game of Silence (Grades 3-5)

Wilder’s Little House series was a formative influence on Louise Erdrich’s Birchbark House series,
which tells the story of the nineteenth-century American west from the perspective of a Native
American Ojibwe girl, Omakayas. The second volume of the series, The Game of Silence, details the
daily lives of Omakayas and her Ojibwa community, including their departure from their homes in
response to a government order.

(Some helpful vocabulary to understand the excerpt: “Chimookoman” — white people or non-Indians.
“The Break-Apart Girl” — a white girl who is Omakayas’s friend. Omakayas calls her the Break-Apart
Girl because they cannot pronounce each other’s names, and the white girl’s dress cinches in so much at
the waist that Omakayas thinks she will break apart.



Questions:

1. How are Omakayas and her Ojibwa community described as they prepare to leave? From
these descriptions, how do you think they feel about their departure? What specific things are
they leaving behind? Underline or list specific words and descriptions that indicate the
characters’ responses to the historical policy of Indian Removal.

2. Look at the descriptions you underlined or listed. Does the shift in perspective presented in
The Game of Silence help to “correct the myth” presented in Little House on the Prairie?
How?

3. Can you think of other book pairings that could help students expose and analyze myths
about American history?
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