End of Program Examinations



Doctorate
The qualifying examination is taken at the end of the student’s doctoral coursework. The qualifying examination is 9 hours in duration that can be segmented as three half-days (3hours each) or as a full day (6 hours) plus a half day (3 hours). Questions are customized to each student and are written by the student’s committee.  Each qual exam segment must include at least two questions, but additional questions are at the discretion of the committee. While all committee members are responsible for the construction of the qual questions, the chair of the committee is ultimately charged with the final slate.  Upon completion of the written exam, copies are sent to the committee and the student.  The written examination is followed by an oral exam of the student’s doctoral committee.
 
Status of pass or fail will be determined after the oral portion of the qualifying exam.  Student work and defense of work is graded on a pass or fail basis separately for each question.
Policy Brief – Qualifying Exams—Ed.D. and Ph.D.

Qualifying or Comprehensive exams are mandatory for all doctoral students (Ed.D. and Ph.D.). The purpose of the exam is to demonstrate the ability to synthesis and critique the literature and to exhibit competence in the subject area.  By passing the qualifying exam a student demonstrates the readiness and competence to undertake dissertation level research.

Student Eligibility – 

1. Students should sit for exams only after they have completed all, or are currently enrolled in their last course(s).  

2. Students must have a minimum grade point average of 3.25 for all courses completed.

3. Students must have a valid supervisory committee.

4. Students must have an approved/signed program plan on file.

5. Students must be register for at least 3 credits.

The qualifying exams are offered during three separate time-spans each semester (Fall and Spring) and scheduled through the Educational Administration and Policy office by Ms. Angela Rowe.  All exams are proctored and take place on site.  The exams are 9 hours in duration that can be segmented as three half-days (3hours each) or as a full day (6 hours) plus a half day (3 hours).  Only (2) TWO students may be scheduled each day.  Exams/dates are scheduled on a first come basis.
Students must “register” to take the quals about three weeks prior to the testing date. This involves the submission of an application available through the Educational Administration and Policy Office.  

Questions are customized to each student and are written by the student committee.  Each qual exam must include at least two questions, but additional questions are at the discretion of the committee. While all committee members are responsible for the construction of the qual questions, the chair of the committee is ultimately charged with the final slate.  

All exams will be completed on department computers.  To avoid any temptations, all computers used will be Internet –disabled.  Students may not bring notes, books, cell phones, or PDA’s into the exam room.  

Students will be notified in advance and in writing of these rules.  Prior to being led into the room, students will be asked about any prohibited materials or devices.  Materials not allowed in the testing area will be kept in the Educational Administration and Policy office.  However, the office staff assumes NO responsibility for student property.  Students will be notified of this stipulation.  

Upon completion of the written exam, copies are sent to the committee and the student.  

Status of pass or fail will be determined after the oral portion of the qualifying exam.  Student work and defense of work is graded on a pass or fail basis separately for each question.  All members of the committee are responsible for an independent evaluation of the exam.  If there are two or more votes of “fail,” the student will have failed that question.  If a student fails one question, he or she must re-take that portion via a response to a different question which may or may not be related to the earlier failed question.  

If a student fails the qualifying examination, the Graduate School must be notified.  A re-examination may be requested, but it must be recommended by the supervisory committee and approved by the Graduate School.  At least one semester of additional preparation is considered essential before re-examination.

All passes and fails are recorded in the student’s academic record.  All students who fail one or more questions must meet with their advisor prior to rescheduling the second sitting.  

If a student fails on two successive attempts, the student will be dismissed from the program. 

Evaluations of the qual examination include the following criteria plus other criteria established in advance by the committee chair.  Note additional criteria must be submitted to the student in advance of taking the qual exam.  

1. Clarity in written communication.

2. Knowledge of the appropriate literature bases

3. Analysis, critique, and evaluation of facts and ideas.

4. Mastery of knowledge related to theories, constructs, and conceptual frameworks. 

5.  Ability to define and defend a point of view.
