
	
  

Biography: Dr. Matthew H. Schneps is the 
director of the Laboratory for Visual 
Learning (LVL)*, Research Professor in 
Computer Science at the University of 
Massachusetts Boston, and a visiting fellow 
at the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education.  For 35 years prior, he was a 
member of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
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psychology to investigate how individual 
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associated with dyslexia, ADHD, and 
autism spectrum disorders, effects how 
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dyslexia using mobile devices, research 
carried out through funding from the 
National Science Foundation in the US, and 
other sources. Schneps was awarded the 
George E. Burch Fellowship in Theoretic 
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2012.  A scientist with dyslexia, who writes 
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Technology and Attention: 
New Pathways for 

Learning & Teaching 
Abstract: Attention is the 
mechanism in the brain 
responsible for processing the 
signals coming from the senses, 
and as such serves as the 
gateway to learning. Handheld 
devices like smart phones and 
tablet computers are especially 
well suited for differences in 
attention, and I will show how 
these can help manage 
attention and at the same time 
promote implicit learning so as 
to address the strengths of 
diverse learners, focusing on 
those with dyslexia and 
ADHD. 

Recent Press 
E-readers may help dyslexics read more easily 
http://www.today.com/health/e-readers-may-help-
dyslexics-read-more-easily-4B11187917 
Fighting dyslexia with shrinking screens 
http://www.marketplace.org/topics/tech/access-
tech/fighting-dyslexia-shrinking-screens 
The advantages of dyslexia: With reading difficulties can come 
other strengths 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-advantages-
of-dyslexia/ 
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