
 

 

Wondering what the next few years of your graduate experience will look like? Curious 
about the doctoral experience? Have some thoughts on your own experience that you’d 

care to share? 
Then join us for a panel discussion featuring current and former doctoral students from the 
College of Education as they talk about their experiences from admission to the PhD 
program through qualifying exams. Panel discussants will share information about getting 
involved in research projects, choosing a committee, surviving the qualifying exam 
experience, and tips and tricks they’ve learned along the way to navigate the sometimes 
mysterious maze of graduate studies. A question and answer session will follow. 
 
Featured Panelists:  
Ms. Shelly Curcio, Doctoral student in Curriculum, Teaching, and Teacher Education 
Dr. Vivian Gonsalves, PhD in Special Education 
Ms. Natalie King, Doctoral candidate in Science Education 
Mr. Mario Worlds, Doctoral student in Language Arts, Reading, and Children’s Literature 
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