
1906-2016

university of florida 
college of education

Innovation Rooted in Tradition



Since its founding in 1906, the College of Education at the University of 
Florida has been a leader in innovative educator preparation, research 

and outreach scholarship. Throughout its 110-year history, Florida’s flagship 
education school has produced exemplary educators who have gone on to 
positively impact the local, national and global communities. 

Spanning several generations, College faculty scholars have been pioneers 
in landmark initiatives such as:

Q Q the community college system

Q Q the middle school movement

Q Q Head Start 

Q Q �the development of accreditation standards in counselor education

Q Q �advancing the standards and practices of early childhood and special 
education

Q Q Florida’s first K-12 laboratory school

Q Q the evolution and honing of classroom technology

Q Q testing and dissemination of new learning systems to ensure quality 
education for all students, especially low-income children

Success of our graduates, national recognition of our programs and faculty, 
our rich heritage and our promise for future achievements: These are the 
roots that nourish our pride as Florida EduGators — past, present and future. 

1905
Florida Legislature 
consolidates higher 
education for teacher 
preparation into two 
schools — UF for men 
and the Florida State 
College for Women.

1906
First education 

classes held by the 
UF Normal School 

(predecessor of 
the College of 

Education). 

1912
School 

restructured as UF 
Teachers College 

and Normal 
School.

1912
John A. Thackston 
becomes first dean.

1913
First “permanent” 
College of Education 
building (Peabody 
Hall) is built in center 
of campus.

1931
Teachers College 
renamed College of 
Education.

1934
College moves 
into own campus 
building at 
new P.K. Yonge 
Laboratory School, 
the state’s first 
K-12 laboratory 
school.
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Pride Points
Q Q HAPPY “FATHERS” DAY: Education Professor 

James Wattenbarger earned recognition in the 
1950s as the father of Florida’s community 
college system; a decade later, Professor 
William Alexander’s leadership role earned 
him the honorific of father of America’s middle 
school system.

Q Q The College’s ProTeach program, launched in 
1984, was one of the first teacher preparation 
programs requiring an additional fifth year of 
study for teacher certification.

Q Q NATION’S TOP EDUCATORS: In 1985, College 
alumna Therese Knecht Dozier (MEd ‘77) was 
selected National Teacher of the Year; in 2015, 
Education graduate Jayne Ellspermann (MEd ’84) 
was named National Principal of the Year. 

Q Q The state’s Florida Fund for Minority Teachers, 
established in 1996, is based at the College 
to attract promising minority students into 
teaching careers.

Q Q UF’s counselor education department was the 
nation’s top-ranked program in its discipline 
in 1997, according to the U.S. News & World 
Report, and the program remains a perennial 
Top 10 selection. 

1947
State allows first women 
to enroll in College of 
Education for regular 
academic session.

1948
Alice McCartha 
earns a Ph.D. in 
education, the first 
woman to receive a 
doctorate from UF. 

1957
P.K. Yonge 
Laboratory School 
building renamed 
Norman Hall for 
former Education 
Dean James W. 
Norman.

1957-67
Education Professor James 
Wattenbarger guides 
development of state’s 
community college system.

1979
A new Norman 
Hall annex opens, 
doubling existing 
space for expanded 
research and clinical 
teaching, and housing 
a new media center 
and education library. 

1958
P.K. Yonge School moves 
to own campus.

A leader in desegregation 
in the South, the College 
enrolls its first African-
American student. 

1966
Johnnie Ruth Clark is first 
African-American to earn a 
doctorate in education at UF.

Yearlong institute at UF 
culminates three-year effort 
to create middle-school 
system in Florida. 

1975
The College’s 
affiliated P.K. 
Yonge School is 
voted America’s 
best laboratory 
school in a survey 
of lab school 
administrators 
around the country.
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Q Q The College’s elementary teacher education 
program received an international award 
in 2003 for distinctive achievement in 
integrating technology into the curriculum.

Q Q The College’s UFTeach program in 2011 
received the Workforce Florida council’s 
Best Practices Award for excellence in 
targeted teacher recruitment and retention 
efforts in the vital STEM disciplines (science, 
technology, engineering and math). 

Q Q UF’s affiliated P.K. Yonge Developmental 
Research School opened a new, state-of-
the-art elementary school wing in 2012 that 
experts describe as a national model for 
school building design in the 21st century. 

Q Q �Currently, in its quest for national 
prominence, UF is investing state 
Preeminence funds in three designated 
priority initiatives involving the College 
of Education — in early childhood studies, 
personalized e-learning, and “big data” 
informatics analysis of national education 
trends and teaching practices.

1994
New education Dean 
Roderick J. McDavis 
becomes UF’s first 
African-American 
college dean. 

1997
US News & World 
Report ranks UF 
counselor education 
program No. 1 in 
its specialty.

1987
Education alumni 
meet to form an 
alumni association, 
generating much 
needed financial 
assistance, 
particularly for 
student scholarships.

1999
UF alumni Allen and 
Delores Lastinger 
contribute $2M to 
establish the Lastinger 
Center for Learning as 
the College’s education 
innovation hub. 

2002
Catherine 
Emihovich 
becomes the 
College’s first 
female dean. 

2004
The College offers its 
first online degree 
program — a master’s 
in curriculum and 
instruction with 
specialization in 
education technology.

2005
William and Robbie 
Hedges commit $1.9M 
for research to help 
marginal students learn. 

2006
Yearlong celebration 
marks Centennial 
Anniversary of College’s 
1906 founding.

UF creates the David 
Lawrence Jr. Endowed 
Chair in Early Childhood 
Studies at the College of 
Education.

2007
A $10M grant 
teams the College 
with Miami-Dade 
Public Schools and 
a Miami foundation 
in an all-out school 
readiness effort for 
preschoolers.
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2007
A $10M grant 
teams the College 
with Miami-Dade 
Public Schools and 
a Miami foundation 
in an all-out school 
readiness effort for 
preschoolers.

2008
Thirty-three UF science 
and math majors enroll 
in inaugural class of 
UFTeach, which provides 
them with a specialized 
education minor and 
prepares them to teach 
effectively in their 
discipline.

2010
The College leads UF’s drive to 
establish an interdisciplinary 
Center for Excellence in Early 
Childhood Studies.

2011
The College’s Lastinger Center 
receives federal education 
stimulus funds to expand its 
job-embedded Florida Master 
Teacher Initiative for early-
learning teachers in Miami-Dade.

Supported by a National Science 
Foundation grant, faculty 
researchers at the College and 
UF’s K-12 P.K. Yonge School 
team up on a five-year effort to 
transform how science is taught 
in Florida’s middle schools. 

2012
A team of UF special education 
scholars receives a federal grant 
worth $25M — the College’s largest-
ever award — to lead a 20-state 
effort to advance the preparation of 
effective educators serving students 
with disabilities.

2013
The Lastinger Center for 
Learning launches Algebra 
Nation, a powerful, Web-
based tutoring resource 
that now supports a 
quarter-million algebra 
students in all 67 Florida 
counties.

2014
UF’s Center for Excellence in Early Childhood 
Studies is renamed for education alumna 
Anita Zucker in recognition of her $5M 
donation — the College’s largest gift by 
an individual — to expand the growth and 
outreach of the center’s programs. 

2015
Faculty researchers accumulate a 
record high $86.4M in total external 
funding. 

The state funds new center at College 
to help lead statewide reform in 
elementary teacher preparation. 

The UF Coaching Academy is 
established, providing teachers 
access to collaborative peer 
coaching tools and a portfolio of 
seven individual teacher coaching 
certification programs.

2010

National Rankings
According to the 2016 U.S. News & World Report rankings 

of America’s Best Graduate Schools, UF’s College of Education 
is the highest rated education college in both Florida and 
among public institutions in the Southeast. Nationally, the 
College rates 20th among public education schools. 

Three individual academic programs and our online 
graduate education program also garnered Top 20 rankings:

Q Q Special Education — 5th 

Q Q Counseling & Counselor Education — 9th

Q Q Elementary Teacher Education — 17th

Q Q Online Graduate Education, overall — 13th

STUDENT ADMISSIONS SELECTIVITY — an indicator of high-
quality student enrollment — for the College’s overall ONLINE 
LEARNING program was rated BEST IN NATION by U.S. News. 

Also Nationally Ranked:  
Online Degree Programs

By Grad School Hub
Q Q Educational Leadership doctoral degree — 2nd

Q Q Educational Leadership master’s degree — 2nd

By TheBestSchools.org
Q Q Reading: Language & Literacy master’s degree — 2nd

Q Q Educational Leadership master’s degree — 5th

Q Q Educational Technology master’s degree — 9th



THE EARLY TRANSITION YEARS

1941 - 1949
G. Ballard 
Simmons

Graduate 
education got a 

boost in 1946, with 
approval to offer 

a doctor of education degree at 
the college. 

The major challenge of the late 
1940s was to accommodate the 
rise in enrollment resulting from 
the inception of coeducation at UF 
and the influx of young men taking 
advantage of the G.I. Bill. 

1949 - 1964
Joseph B. 
White

The College was 
experiencing serious 

growing pains. In 
1957, the P.K. Yonge 

Laboratory School moved to a new 
campus near the university. The 
College of Education became the 
sole occupant of the old P.K. Yonge 
building, which was renamed James 
W. Norman Hall for the former dean. 

The rising student enrollment 
in the College made it necessary 
to place more student teachers in 
community schools. 

In the mid-1950s, the Florida Board 
of Control sought UF Education 
Professor James Wattenbarger to 
develop and guide the state’s first 
community college system to help 
lessen the strain on higher education 
from the state’s booming population 
growth. Under Wattenbarger’s 
guidance from 1957 to 1967, Florida’s 
community college system went from 
an enrollment of 3,000 students to 
more than 75,000. 

The College of Education 
influenced higher education 
development through its newly 
formed Institute of Higher Education. 
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Innovation rooted in tradition
THE EARLY YEARS

The first classes of the new 
University of Florida Normal 

Department (the predecessor of 
the College of Education) were 
held in September of 1906 at the 
university’s new Gainesville campus, 
setting the stage for a long and rich 
history for the College. 

1909 - 1916
John A. 
Thackston

Albert 
Murphree, UF’s 

second president, 
hired John Thackston 

as a professor of education in 1909 
at UF’s Normal Department. The 
department, for males only, was 
restructured in 1912 as the 

UF Teachers College and Normal 
School and Thackston was its first 
dean. A year later, the college 
moved into its first “permanent” 
home (Peabody Hall), built in the 
center of campus. 

1916 - 1920
Harvey 
Warren Cox

 A coeducational 
Summer School 

had become the 
College’s largest 

program and would remain 
so until the state allowed the College 
to enroll women for the regular 
session in 1947.

1920 - 1941
James W. 
Norman

 In 1920, James 
Norman, fresh with 

a doctorate from 
Teachers College at 

Columbia University, took 
over the dean’s chair, a seat he would 
hold for more than two decades. 
Norman endorsed the idea that 
professional training combined with 
experience would yield success in 
teaching. His philosophy took shape 
in the form of a laboratory school 
that would house a K-12 school as 
well as College of Education faculty 
and students. P.K. Yonge Laboratory 
School opened in 1934 with 470 
students, housed in a new building on 
a 12-acre site adjoining the university.



THE EARLY RESEARCH YEARS 

1964 - 1968
Kimball 
Wiles

Although Kimball 
Wiles was dean 

for just four years 
before his death in 

an auto accident, his legacy lives 
on. Local school district officials 
and the College of Education 
worked together to make sure new 
federal Head Start services would 
become accessible to local children 
and families.

To become a quality graduate 
institution in education, Wiles 
thought the College should expand 

its research efforts. He enacted a plan 
to create three institutes that would 
promote scholarly investigations in 
key education fields. 

The Florida Educational Research 
and Development Council also was 
formed, linking the college with 21 
counties to promote innovation and 
research in state public schools. 

UF also became recognized as 
the hub of middle school education 
in the country due to the college’s 
role in developing the middle school 
concept — addressing the specific 
needs of children during their 
formative years (ages 10-13) in a 
transitional setting. 

1968 - 1978
Bert Sharp

Dean Bert Sharp’s 
tenure had many 
high points. The 

college hired its first 
African-American 

faculty members in the early 1970s, 
and P.K. Yonge was voted the country’s 
best laboratory school in 1975. 

Several doctoral programs received 
top 10 and top 15 rankings in national 
surveys including higher education 
administration, curriculum teaching, 
and guidance counseling. A 1976 
survey rated the College 16th in 
faculty and program strength. 

THE PROTEACH YEARS 

1978 - 1994
David Smith

To meet the 
needs of the 
state’s changing 

population, David 
Smith’s 16-year 

administration was marked by 
sweeping changes in the College’s 
teacher education program. 

College faculty worked with 
practitioners in the early 1980s to 
design a revolutionary new concept 
of teacher education, which they 
called ProTeach (PROfessional 
TEACHer). The program required a 
fifth year of study toward a master’s 
degree, with a broad liberal arts and 
science base and professional studies 

to give students instruction in the 
College and more field experience 
in schools. 

The changes produced a revitalized 
College, with enrollment rising 
along with the quality of applicants 
for admission. 

1994 - 1999
Roderick J. 
McDavis

Recognizing the 
College could not 

remain static if it 
wanted to keep on the 

cutting edge of teacher education, 
Dean Roderick McDavis set out 
to restructure the College and its 
teacher education program. 

The ProTeach program was 
retooled in 1995 to focus on the 
changing demographics in schools 
and the movement to include 
students with disabilities in general 
education classes. By combining the 
elementary and special education 
programs, the College was better 
able to prepare teachers for dealing 
with the varied demands of an 
exceptional student body. 

The College also initiated a technolo-
gy training program for the faculty.

Before the close of his tenure, 
McDavis reorganized the College 
into five academic departments 
to increase opportunities for more 
collaboration between units and to 
develop new graduate programs and 
research initiatives. 

MOVING FORWARD INTO A NEW CENTURY

2000 - 2002
Ben F. Nelms

In 2000, Ben F. 
Nelms, director of 
the College’s newly 

named School of 
Teaching and Learning, 

agreed to serve as dean for two 
years. It was a tough period for the 
university, which was experiencing 
budget woes and a statewide 

reorganization. Together, Nelms and 
Associate Dean Rodman Webb would 
help transition the College into the 
21st century. 

The College launched several 
construction projects that included 
building a new student services 
center and restoring the former 
P.K. Yonge school library for use as 
classroom and meeting spaces.

A key highlight was the extension 

of services to public schools. The 
Lastinger Center for Learning 
was created to serve high-poverty 
elementary schools in the Gainesville, 
Jacksonville and Miami areas. And 
the University of Florida Alliance 
became a universitywide program, 
collaborating with urban high schools 
in Jacksonville, Miami and Orlando 
to help prepare at-risk students for 
college admission. 



2002 - 2011
Catherine 
Emihovich

Catherine 
Emihovich became 

the first woman 
dean of the College 

of Education in 2002. She worked 
with faculty to infuse “engaged 
scholarship” as a core principal of 
the College’s teaching and research 
programs — connecting academic 
scholarship to the practical concerns 
of educators and to benefit the 
public good. 

The College forged numerous 
partnerships with public schools, 
school districts and communities 
in school-improvement efforts 

and developed novel, on-the-job 
degree programs and professional 
development offerings for practicing 
teachers. Distance learning also was 
expanded. The Lastinger Center 
for Learning forged a $10 million 
partnership with a Miami foundation 
to prepare preschoolers for success 
by the time they enter the classroom.

Despite all odds, the College not 
only survived, but thrived during the 
seven-year Great Recession, a feat 
Emihovich credited to her committed 
executive team, faculty, staff and 
supportive stakeholders. 

To help meet the critical need for 
more science and math teachers, 
Associate Dean Tom Dana led the 
creation of UFTeach, a new alternative 
teacher certification program with 

a novel approach for recruiting 
and preparing future teachers in 
those disciplines.

Retired education faculty member 
William Hedges and wife Robbie, 
donated a $1.9 million bequest that 
will support research to help marginal 
students learn. 

In 2006 — with the College 
celebrating its centennial anniversary 
— UF created the $1.5 million David 
Lawrence Jr. Endowed Chair in 
Early Childhood Studies in the 
College. Emihovich recruited top 
scholar Patricia Snyder to fill the 
prestigious post and, together, 
they led the creation in 2010 of a 
university-wide, interdisciplinary 
Center for Excellence in Early 
Childhood Studies. 

THE ‘GOOD YEARS’

2011 - present
Glenn E. 
Good

Glenn Good, the 
College’s 13th dean, 

saw the strength of 
the College’s research 

enterprise as a way to improve the 
College’s national visibility. 

The College has accelerated its 
growth in research funding and 
private support and joined the ranks 
of the nation’s top 20 public education 
colleges. Several of the College’s 
academic specialty areas, including its 
online graduate education program, 
also are highly ranked.

In 2013, UF’s investment of state 
Preeminence funds in priority 

research initiatives involving the 
College of Education allowed the 
College to hire four distinguished 
scholars in early childhood studies 
(two appointments), educational 
technology, and research and 
evaluation methodologies. 

In 2014-2015, College’s faculty 
researchers, together, held an all-
time high $86.4 million in external 
research grants, a 78 percent 
increase since 2010-2011. 

A significant portion of the record 
funding resulted from a five-year, 
$25 million federal grant — the 
College’s largest award in its  
110-year history. The support allowed 
a team of UF special education 
faculty researchers to launch a 

20-state initiative to strengthen 
their standards, policies and methods 
for preparing teachers and public 
school leaders who serve students 
with disabilities. 

The Anita Zucker Center for 
Excellence in Early Childhood Studies 
— renamed to honor Zucker’s record 
$5 million donation to expand the 
center’s growth — has emerged as the 
hub for one of UF’s priority research 
initiatives. 

The UF Lastinger Center for 
Learning, the College’s education 
innovation hub, continues to develop 
and disseminate new learning 
platforms, such as Algebra Nation, 
which is having broad impact across 
the state and beyond. 

THE FUTURE YEARS

Looking to the future, the UF 
Preeminence Initiative, with 
enthusiastic participation of the 
loyal EduGator community, reflects 
the beginning of a new chapter in 
the College’s history that promises to 
make our highly regarded College of 
Education even greater.

Preparing educators to meet 
the classroom demands of the 
21st century is a special challenge. 

Distance education and online 
graduate degree programs are taking 
on a greater importance through 
such initiatives as a job-embedded 
master’s degree program that 
enables classroom teachers to earn 
their degrees on-site in their districts 
while working with master teachers 
and UF faculty. 

The UF Board of Governors has 
made renovating vintage Norman 

Hall a top funding priority on its list 
of capital improvement requests for 
the 2016 Florida legislative session.

The future is ultra-bright. The 
College is well-positioned to 
strengthen its leadership role 
in establishing the models and 
paradigms that will define and 
shape education deep into the 
21st century.
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